
For many years I thought I would like to see the land of the Bible, but as I 
grew older, I supposed I had waited too long, and felt that Sharen’s health 
limitations would prevent her from going.

Our daughter, Dayna and her husband, Peter Guenther, were honored by 
Dr. John Reynolds and the Gospel Preacher Association giving them a 
trip to Israel in 2012. After seeing the land, they  insisted that I must go. In 
2014, Dayna asked many  of our friends to contribute toward such an 
opportunity.

The trip began February  1, 2015, in Woodstock, Ontario. I taught Sunday 
School and preached at CornerStone Baptist Church, where Dr. Guenther 
is pastor. Sunday evening, I sang   and preached for Pastor Al Feere at 
Bethel Baptist Church in Simcoe. Afterward, Pastor Matt Waskey, a church 
planter from Markham, Ontario joined us.

We drove through heavy snow, crossing the border into New York near Buffalo. Peter’s new 
Dodge truck had electronic throttle control problems as the engine compartment became 
packed with snow, starving the air intake, which slowed us to 35 miles per hour. Peter drove 
through the night to Scranton, PA. We left the truck and rented a car at 7:30 am to get to John  
F. Kennedy Airport in New York City before 10:15 am.

We barely  arrived in time, joining a large group  of pastors, and tour host, Dr. Reynolds, pastor 
of Volusia County  Baptist Church in Florida. Most of the long flight to Istanbul, we slept. I sat 
between Peter and a Turkish lady  who got a Ph.D. in economics in the USA. I used the topic of 
Keynesian economics to encourage her to read Seven Men Who Rule the World From the 
Grave, by Dave Breese, knowing it advances the gospel and a Christian worldview.

After breakfast, we saw the mountains of Turkey  from the airplane on descent. During a ninety 
minute layover in Istanbul, I shaved with cold water, cut my  face, and spilled coffee on my  light 
colored Khaki pants, which I wore all day (no photo attached, LOL).

Landing in beautiful Tel Aviv, we gathered our 
luggage, boarded the bus, and met our Israeli guide, 
Menachem Wertheim, who turned out to be a 
walking encyclopedia of the land, its ancient and 
modern history, archaeology, Old and New 
Testament events, foliage, trees, soil, significance of 
names and terms, Muslim, Catholic, and Orthodox 
influence, and much more!
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In Caesarea Maritima we climbed the amphitheater steps and 
learned of Herod the Great, who built and named it in honor of 
Augustus Caesar. This is where the Pilate stone was discovered by 
archaeologists in 1961. It is the only 
artifact found that mentions Pontius 
Pilate by  name. Philip, Peter and Paul 
are all connected to Caesarea in the 
book of Acts.

We drove through Tel Aviv  and the 
valley  of Sharon and saw Israeli development, including changing 
the technology  of electricity  production from coal to natural gas. 
There are vast reserves of natural gas under the Mediterranean 
Sea near Cyprus. We learned about Rabbi Akiva, a shepherd who 
was skinned alive by the Romans.

The Druze, who honor Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, reside near Syria and Lebanon. Only  those 
born to their people are permitted in their religion. They  speak Arabic, but serve in the Israeli 
Defense Forces (IDF) and hold political office.

On the Mount of Beatitudes, we visited the Cathedral, sang 
How Great Thou Art, and viewed the panorama. Most of us 
were suffering jet lag as we finished the day  and arrived at our 
hotel in Tiberius. There we enjoyed the Mediterranean buffet 
and adjusted to a new time zone.

After breakfast, we saw Nazareth, Capernaum, Cana, and 
had an unscheduled stop at Magdala, hometown of Mary 
Magdalene. A new archaeological dig has unearthed the 
synagogue there which was in use at the time of Christ. Here 
we learned of Arbel, a cliff near the Sea of Galilee, of Zealots 
who carried small daggers, of Herod’s military  operations 
conquering the region for Rome, of heavy  taxation to pay  for 
the excesses of Anthony  and Cleopatra, of the Herodians who 
were loyal to Herod, and that Jesus drew  followers from all 
these groups. 

Our guide explained how Eucalyptus trees were brought from 
Australia because of their usefulness in drying swampy  areas, 
as Israel reclaimed the desert. He pointed out Almond trees 
and spoke of their significance in the Bible.

On our boat ride on Galilee, we sang Master of the Sea, and 
Pastor Shane Lewis preached. The owner, a convert to 
Christianity, gave his testimony  and sang with his touring 
group. The region of Galilee is most memorable. When the 
Creator came to Earth, He spent his early  human life in this 
beautiful locale. 
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In a museum, we saw a fishing boat from the time of 
Christ, preserved at the bottom of Galilee and unearthed 
with great care. Due to irrigation, the sea was deeper in 
New Testament times.

Our ride to the rim of the Golan Heights was convincing 
proof of its necessity  for Israel’s security. The vista also lent 
new perspective to the entire region of Galilee. The Heights 
are 50 miles long and 15 miles wide. A lifetime of 
photographs, maps, Sunday  School lessons, college and seminary training, slide shows, videos, 
and personal study  could not convey  the vast elevations and landscapes. The Bible went from 
black and white to technicolor!

We walked through the village of Cana where Jesus turned water into wine at a wedding. A tour 
group of young single girls listened, as Texas Pastor Eric Crawford spoke about and led couples 
repeating wedding vows. Many of the girls said, “Awe...” and wiped tears from their eyes. At 

Jordan, we watched baptisms, and days later, saw  the Lord’s 
Supper observed by tourists within proximity  of the Garden 
Tomb and the place of the Skull (Gordon’s Calvary), site of our 
Lord’s crucifixion and the stoning of Stephen. In spite of the 
crowds of tourists, the empty  tomb held strong emotional 
appeal for me. 

Lyrics of a song from the 1970’s 
haunted me: “Yes it is His land. All 
of it His. He stepped it off and 
marked it there, to be His earthly 
thoroughfare, and then He held it in 
His hand. Yes, it is His land! “

We saw Mount Carmel where 
Eli jah prayed down fire from 
Heaven. The valley of Jezreel and 
Megiddo were scenes I had long 
wanted to see, not just because of prophetic significance, but in 
order to understand the scene of Gideon’s battles, and Saul 
and Jonathan’s death. The view of Mount Tabor, the hill Moreh 
across from Megiddo, and the terrain that reaches down toward 
Shechem has always been difficult for me to understand. Ruins 
of Solomon’s fortification 
of Megiddo, his horse 
stables, and history  were 
fascinating. 

From Megiddo, we drove to the Valley of Elah, where 
David slew Goliath. Dr. Reynolds preached powerfully 
about the battle, and we picked up stones like David used 
in his sling. On the way, we saw roads to Emmaus, and to 
Zorah, Samson’s home area. Our guide mentioned a 
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nearby stalactite cave, Beth-shemesh, Obed Edom’s home, and Gamaliel’s farm.

In modern Jerusalem, we saw the Knesset building from the street, and stayed in a beautiful 
hotel with another buffet. Approaching the old city, we saw the valley of Hinnom (Gehenna), 
Temple Mount, and the pinnacle and cornerstone of the Temple. Inside, we saw the site of 
David’s tomb. Next door and a floor above that, we stood in the upper room, where the disciples 
gathered, and where Peter spoke of David’s tomb.

  
Our guide introduced a famous archaeologist named Eli Shukron, who 
took us into a system of tunnels that includes King Hezekiah’s escape 
tunnel, and the old water supply  for Jerusalem through which Joab 
conquered the Jebusites. He showed us the site of an old olive press, 
and a stone believed to be Jacob’s pillow. Outside, he took us to a 
recently  discovered site of the pool of Siloam. (The Greek Orthodox 
church owns another property where they think Siloam was.) You Tube 
has videos of Shukron’s discoveries.

A Rabbi at the Temple Institute (no photos permitted) took us through 
a series of rooms explaining displays and models of Temple worship 
articles; the altar, laver, and priestly  garments. The pastors had many 
questions with prophetic implications. 
 

We saw the pool of Bethesda where Jesus asked the impotent man, “Wilt thou be made 
whole?” Dr. Reynolds pointed out that the question was focused on the man’s will, not his 
emotion. He had been waiting, emotionally  engaged, for 38 years. Bethesda means “house of 
mercy,” and has five porches - the number of grace. Using the excellent acoustics of St. Anne’s 
Church (supposedly  named for the mother of Mary), Dr. David Smith sang, “Be Thou Exalted, “ 
written by Fanny  Crosby with music by  his father, Al Smith, of Singspiration fame. Later, it was 
particularly  moving to consider the “pavement,” Gabbatha, and the place where Jesus was 
scourged, mocked and abused.  
 
From a distance, we saw the modern facilities 
of Hebrew University, associated with Albert 
Einstein, and the chapel of the Ascension, the 
location where the disciples watched Jesus 
ascend to Heaven after his resurrection.
 
Nearby is the pillar of Absolom, where David 
wept for his son. Arabs throw stones at it to 
demonstrate to their children how  a rebellious 
child should be treated. On the Mount of 
Olives we saw ancient olive trees in 
Gethsemane, where Jesus prayed in agony 
before his betrayal. 

From the Mount of Olives, we saw the Eastern 
gate, the Palestinian quarter, and the Mosque of Omar. The brook Kidron, which was the sewer 
for the blood of temple sacrifices, and which Jesus crossed on his way  to Gethsemane, runs 
through the valley between the old city and the Mount of Olives. 
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Everywhere, children 
and adults tried to sell us 
o l i v e w o o d c u r i o s , 
widow’s mites, and many 
o t h e r i t e m s . T h e 

crowded Via Dolorosa, 
where Jesus carried his 

cross in the old city  was teeming with honking cars, hawkers and small shops selling everything 
from camel skin luggage to baseball hats with American sports logos.  

! A Palestinian guide took us to see Bethleham, the fields of Boaz where Ruth gleaned, 
the pastures where the shepherds watched their flocks and angels appeared to announce the  
birth of Messiah. The Nissan family, owners of an olive wood-carving business treated us to a 
sit-down meal in their elaborate restaurant before we toured their store. 

! On this day, we were given a copy of the excellent 144 page book, In the Backyard of 
Jesus by  Steven N. Khoury, the second generation Arab pastor of Calvary  Baptist Church in 
Jerusalem www.holylandmissions.org. I met his father, Naim Khoury, in Springfield, MO in the 
late 1990’s. So, I was disappointed that we did not see his father’s church in Bethlehem.  
Members of their family and churches have been martyred for our Lord. 

! I stood at the western wall where Jews were praying. We visited the Friends of Zion 
Heritage Center, a new  multimedia attraction which opens officially  April 15. A non-profit, 
FOZHC www.fozhc.com, has spared nothing to create a tribute to Christians (interpret broadly) 
who played an important part in the 20th Century resettlement of Israel. Well-known persons, 
like Corrie Ten Boom, and President Truman and many more are featured. The hymn writer (It Is 
Well With My Soul) Horatio Spafford, whose four daughters were lost at sea, spent his last years 
with his wife, living in Isarel, investing their fortune in Zionism, helping Jews return to Israel.

! Yes, I did float in the Dead Sea. The trip  to the Dead Sea enhanced my  understanding of 
Gideon’s and Jephthah’s forays into Gilead, east of the Jordan River. We were west of the Dead 
Sea, at Qumran, where Dead Sea scrolls were discovered, and En Gedi, where David hid from 
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King Saul. From Masada’s height, we viewed 
the eroded land, so like badlands of South 
Dakota or forty  acres of my  Granddad’s 
homestead in the Nebraska panhandle.
 
! We made new friends and met 
preachers we’ve known from the past, 
including Missionary  Andrew Bunnell, Richard 
Wallace and Josh Grubbs. I cannot adequately 
express how much I enjoyed the experience, 
nor my  appreciation to friends who sacrificed 
to provide such a wonderful trip.

    
! We returned through Istanbul to New York, 
rented another vehicle, drove to Scranton, and 
back into Canada. 

! Whew! It was a whirlwind trip, and a lot to 
assimilate in seven days!  Let’s go again . . . 
Actually, we are praying about it.6
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